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Serial Number: 09/851995 

The appeal brief filed on 02/19/2002 is defective. Claims 1-3 have been canceled and the 
rejection of claims 1-3 is not effective. Only claims 4 and 5 are now pending and have been 
finally rejected by only McCarthy. Any issue and argument relating to canceled claims 1-3 and 
references to Smith, Orefice should be deleted to avoid confusion. 

To avoid dismissal of the appeal, appellant must submit a supplementary brief within the 
longest of any of the following TIME PERIODS: (1) ONE MONTH or THIRTY DAYS from the 
mailing of this communication, whichever is longer; (2) within the time period for reply to the 
action from which appeal has been taken; or (3) within two months from the date of the notice of 
appeal under 37 CFR 1.191. Extensions of these time periods may be granted under 37 CFR 



Any inquiry concerning this office action will be directed to examiner Joseph Moy, (703) 
308-1 145. In order to reduce pendency and avoid potential delays, Group 3720 is encouraging 
faxing of responses in Office Actions directly into the group a (703)305-3579 or (703)305-3580. 
This practice may be used for filing papers not requiring a fee. It may also be used for filing 
papers which require a fee by Applicants who authorize charges to a USPTO deposit account. 
Please identify the examiner and the art unit at the top of your cover sheet. 
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